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REMARKS 

Reconsideration and allowance of this application are 
respectfully requested in light of the foregoing amendments and the 
following remarks. 

Claim status 

Claims 1-18 are currently in the application. New claims 19 
and 20 are added. Support for the newly added claims may be found 
in Figure 1. No new matter is added. 

Re j ections 

The claims are rejected as being anticipated by either Suzuki 
(JP60-2SS37) or Ames (US6253431) . The claims are also rejected as 
being unpatentable over: 1) Suzuki, or 2) Ames, or 3) Ames in view 
of Watson (US3796035) - Each of these rejections is traversed for 
the reasons set out below. 

Neither Suzuki, Ames, nor Watson show "at least two banding 
jets" in use before n de- registering. " 

Suzuki shows, in Figure 4, that banding jets 14 and 18 are 
located on either side of de-registering rollers IS and 17- 
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Ames shows, in Figure l r that banding jet 130 and, assuming 
arguendo, the second jet 240 are located on either side of de- 
registering rollers 40, SO, and 70. 

Watson shows, in Figure 1 and column 3, line S3 - column 4, 
line 15, that banding jets 13 and 24 are on either side of de- 
registering rollers 19/21 and 22/23. 

The claims of the instant application clearly state that 
"spreading of the tow with at least two banding jets" occurs before 
w de- registering. " 

Nowhere, in any of the references, is it suggested that two 
banding jets are used prior to de-registering- 
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Conclusion 

In view of the foregoing, Applicant respectfully requests an 
early Notice of Allowance in this application. 
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